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BACK IN THE GAME
GLOBAL MAKES A STRONG RETURN TO KANSAS CITY CORPORATE CHALLENGE
Global Connections shook off  nine years of  rust and finished with an impressive 
fourth place out of  30 teams in the Kansas City Corporate Challenge’s H Division! 
Employees competed in everything from trap shooting to swimming for the past 
couple months in KCCC, an Olympic-style event that puts local businesses up against 
each other. Global made a memorable showing, and we’d like to thank all the  
athletes that participated and congratulate our medalists.

The Kansas City

GOLD SILVER

BRONZE

Swimming
Cathy Wunder (x2)
Dillon Burns (x3)
Michelle Washburn (x6)
Ray Devisser
Rick Washburn 

Women’s Doubles Table Tennis
Jessie Salmans, Stacey Gregory

Individual Results Bowling
Carrie Lee

Disc Golf
Zach Janice, Ryan Bier

Swimming
Michelle Washburn (x2)

Mixed Doubles Tennis
Stacey Gregory, Tom Lyons

Men’s 3v3 Soccer
Micah King, Andrew Lawrence, 
Chad Lyons, Kyle Lyons, Brad McElwain

Bike Race
Michelle Washburn

Co-Ed Softball 
Carrie Lee, Lindsay Hurshman, Debra 
Marcus, Nicki Seaton, Brad McElwain, 
Brian Schlenk,  James Mcoy,  Michael 
Simms, Corey Thibodeaux

Swimming
Dillon Burns

Men’s Singles Table Tennis
Kyle Lyons

Volleyball
Tom Lyons, Chad Lyons, Kyle Lyons, 
Eric Stout

Global finished with a total of 435.5 points,  
behind Pro Athlete, Inc. (725), Xenometrics, LLC (622.5) and 

VSR Financial Services,  Inc. (445.5). 

My Mount Everest
Overcoming the cycle
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CASTRO COORDINATES
    “It was exciting to see my coworkers 
play sports. People tried things they’d  
never done before and it was neat to dis-
cover so many are so talented,” she said. 
“I got to hang out with coworkers and I 
grew from the entire experience.”
    Having never organized such a large 
endeavor, Leslie questioned her ability and 
was concerned she’d give up. Where she 
thought she would fail, Leslie exceeded. 
She even stepped in when she needed to.
    “One of  my fondest memories of  the 
2014 games is me and Carrie sprinting to 
the soccer field seconds before we would 
have been disqualified. I can’t run but I 
gave it my all playing with the ladies,” she 
said. “Dodge ball was my favorite. I think 
we bonded on that court.”
    Of  the overall experience, Leslie couldn’t 
be more pleased with the effect it’s had on 
the workplace. She noticed people were 
meeting each other, celebrating victories 
and just having fun, win or lose.

Countless hours. Lots of  hustle. A little 
bit of  pleading. Tons of  emails. That’s 
what it takes to corral Global staffers for 
nine weeks of  athletic events. For Global’s 
return to Kansas City Corporate Challenge, 
the daunting task was assigned to one of  
our newer employees, HR Administrator, 
Leslie Castro.
    “I’ve never done anything like this, and 
wasn’t too sure I could after I attended the 
company coordinator meeting. There was 
a lot to learn and I got an official binder. Of  
course I had to make that my own—the 
“Global Play Book”. Once I had that, I was 
ready to do this,” said Leslie.
    It was in this book that Leslie kept 
track of  the events happening all over 
the city. She made sure employees signed 
up, found last minute replacements, sent 
complete event information to players, 
chauffeured people, cheered when she 
could, snapped photos and videos and 
kept participation stats.

    “This was about everyone coming 
together. Even if  we lost, everyone was 
excited we competed. It wasn’t about being 
number one. People realized you didn’t 
have to be a star athlete to participate. 
That was rewarding,” she said. 
    While Leslie says she had a few hiccups 
here and there, she’ll be way more pre-
pared next year. And for sure she’ll create 
a new “Global Play Book”.

LESLIE CASTRO, HUMAN RESOURCES

One of  my fondest  
memories of  the 2014 
games is me and Carrie 
sprinting to the soccer
field seconds before we 
would have been 
disqualified. I can’t run,
but I gave it my all 
playing with the ladies. 

“

”

“I forgot my running chip and number at home and had to go back and get it. Once back at the race I ran directly from the 
car to the start and started the race without slowing down.” -Jim Riggs, Western First Aid

WHAT IT TAKES TO ORGANIZE KCCC
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RAY DE VISSER TURNS 
PRESSURE INTO GOLD

      Ray was determined to be an asset 
for the team, not just a fill-in, so he had 
to learn the rules. He researched how to 
start with a dive, touch the wall, perform 
flip turns, and not to jump in too early 
during a relay. Getting disqualified in an 
individual event is easier to take than 
letting the whole team down. 
   “I know it’s for fun, but once I said yes, 
I got pretty competitive,” he said. “I didn’t 
want to be the slow one or the one to keep 
us from getting gold.” 
   The pool area was teeming with ath-
letes of  all shapes and sizes. Ray recalled 
spending the first hour or so watching the 
individual races and getting even
more nervous.
     He practiced his dives leading up to the 
race and learned that he would be doing 
breaststroke for the relay. Michelle would 
start the race, followed by Ray, Cathy
and Dillon.
     As Michelle was finishing the first leg, 
Dillon helped Ray time his jump. The time 
came. Ray jumped in and gave it every-
thing he had. 
     “I just got in the water. I had no idea 
where I was. I dove in and swam like I was 
being chased by a shark,” he said.
    With his swim, his teammates had 
enough space to blow away the competi-
tion. Global won a bulk of  the gold medals 
at the swimming events. In Ray’s point of  
view, he was the least likely to be posing 
for the winner’s picture. 
     “He was so  nervous before the  
relay. He emailed me every day asking me 
questions. He watched YouTube videos on 

Ray drove up to the Gladstone Commu-
nity Center as an alternate for the Global 
Connections swim team and his stomach 
dropped immediately. 
      Thinking there would only be a handful 
of  people in attendance for his 200 Medley 
Relay, he was shocked to realize the 
magnitude of  performing at Kansas City 
Corporate Challenge. 
    “They were seriously directing the traf-
fic,” Ray said. “This was a big deal.”
   The pressure started building six weeks 
earlier and only escalated from there. 
     This Global Connections Condominium 
Booking Agent is no strangerto swim-
ming. Ray picked up the sport on different 
occasions through the years, and has been 
a pool regular at a local athletic club over 
the past few months. Since Leslie “Mum” 
Washburn attended the same athletic club, 
she knew he could swim. 
     When the relay team of  Michelle Wash-
burn, Cathy Wunder and Dillon Burns heard 
their fourth, Rick Washburn, wouldn’t be 
able to swim, Mum suggested Ray. Though 
he had never done any competitive swim-
ming, he knew the fundamentals and that 
was all they were looking for. 
     “It would be more dramatic if  they 
needed someone the day of,” Ray said. 
“So I had some time to mentally prepare 
for it, and physically, too.”
     The team assured him that this was 
just a fun event and they were appreciative  
not to have to forfeit for lack of  athletes. 
But from Ray’s perspective, he was swim-
ming with amazing athletes and wanted to 
do them proud.

his break,” Michelle Washburn explains. 
“His smile when he did awesome swimming 
the breaststroke leg was priceless.”

MICHELLE WASHBURN,
RAY DE VISSER, CONDOMINIUM BOOKING AGENT

“The lady I played in table tennis was very serious. I tried to be, but I would make a really awful shot and laugh…and she 
didn’t even bat an eye. So basically, I was laughing at myself.” - Chelsea Zizza, Member Relations

ONE MAN’S STORY OF STEPPING UP AND JUMPING IN

RAY DE VISSER, MICHELLE WASHBURN,  
DILLON BURNS, CATHY WUNDER
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GLOBAL ATHLETES  
Women’s 3v3 Basketball 

Carrie Lee
Nicki Seaton

Jessie Salmans
Stacey Gregory

Women’s 3v3 Soccer 
Carrie Lee

Leslie Castro
Jessie Salmans

Men’s 3v3 Soccer
Micah King

Andrew Lawrence
Chad Lyons
Kyle Lyons

Brad McElwain

Bike Race
Michelle Washburn 

Brad McElwain
Debbie Lyons

Kyle Lyons
Lori Murawski
Amy Warren

Cathy Wunder

Disc golf 
Zach Janice
Ryan Bier 

 
Tennis 

Chelsea Zizza 

5k
Amy Warren

Chelsea Zizza
Corey Thidodeaux

Debbie Lyons
Jim Riggs

Michelle Washburn

Individual Bowling 
Carrie Lee

Co-Ed Bowling Team
Carrie Lee
Kyle Lyons

Nancy Porter

Women’s Bowling Team
Dawn Stechman
Miranda Calkins
Ashlee Braun
Amy Warren

Dodgeball
Leslie Castro
Carrie Lee

James McCoy
Ian Price

Jessie Salmans
Eric Raplinger
Brian Stearns

Corey Thibodeaux 

Trap Shooting
Brian Stearns 

Flag Football
Brian Stearns
Jessie Salmans

Kyle Lyons
Corey Thibodeaux

James McCoy
Carrie Lee

Stacey Gregory

Golf 
Eric Stout

Randy Smith

Half Marathon
Michelle Washburn

Horseshoes
Stacey Gregory

Mixed Doubles Tennis
Stacey Gregory

Tom Lyons

Triathlon
Jim Riggs

Michelle Washburn 

Darts 
Ashlee Braun
Brian Stearns

 
Weightlifting
Chelsea Zizza

Co-Ed Softball 
Carrie Lee

Lindsay Hurshman
Debra Marcus
Nicki Seaton

Brad McElwain
Brian Schlenk
James McCoy

Michael Simms

Women’s Volleyball
Carrie Lee
Dana Parry

Stacey Gregory
Jessie Salmans

Men’s Volleball
Chad Lyons
Eric Stout
Kyle Lyons
Tom Lyons 

Men’s Singles Table Tennis
Kyle Lyons 

Women’s Doubles Table 
Tennis

Jessie Salmans
Stacey Gregory

Men’s Doubles Table Tennis
Eric Stout
Tom Lyons

“It was nice to get together with everyone at the launch event.  Playing disc golf for the company was fun and I would  
definitely do it again because it’s a fun game to play,” Zach Janice, Graphic Design

CATHY WUNDER, 
MICHELLE WASHBURN

ZACH JANICE,
RYAN BEIR

JESSIE SALMANS, CARRIE LEE, 
STACEY GREGORY,  NIKI SEATON 

GOING FOR THE GLOBAL
Track Meet
Carrie Lee

Michelle Washburn
Cathy Wunder 

Ian Price
Corey Thibodeaux 

Pool
Debra Marcus

Ian Price

Racquetball 
Amy Warren

Swimming
Dillon Burns
Cathy Wunder

Michelle Washburn
Rick Washburn
Ray De Visser

Tug-of-War
Brian Stearns

Corey Thibodeaux
Jessie Salmans
Chelsea Zizza

Carrie Lee
Dillon Burns
Kyle Lyons

Emily Ceruzzi
Randy Smith
Tom Ceruzzi

Tina Hill

One Mile Walk
Leslie Castro

Emily Ceruzzi (+family)
Tina Hill 

Lindsay Hurshman
Andrew Lawrence

Tom Lyons
Melanie Gring

Michelle Washburn
Lesley Washburn

Amy Warren 
Corey Thibodeaux (+family)

Dawn Stechman
Brian Stearns

 Miranda Calkins
Kari Lyons

Stacey Gregory
Jessie Salmans
Frank Zawjoski,

Zach Janice
Ashlee Braun (+ family)

Kathleen Pinkney (+ family)
Marsha Gilmore

“Maybe I would have liked it [bicycling] more if I had worn an aerodynamic spandex suit like the rest of the competitors.”
-Brad McElwain, Condos

KYLE LYONS, TOM LYONS, 
ERIC STOUT,CHAD LYONS

CHELSEA ZIZZA, COREY THIBODEAUX, JESSIE SALMANS,
TINA HILL, EMILY CERUZZI, DILLON BURNS, RANDY SMITH, 

CARRIE LEE,TOM CERUZZI, KYLE LYONS
RANDY SMITH, ERIC STOUT

JESSIE SALMANS, CHELSEA ZIZZA, 
  COREY THIBODEAUX, JAMES MCCOY

DEBBIE LYONSKYLE LYONS
KYLE LYONS, JESSIE SALMANS, 

BRIAN STERNS, CARRIE LEE, JAMES MCCOY

JESSIE SALMANS
CHAD LYONS, BRAD MCELWAIN,  KYLE LYONS, 

MICAH KING, ANDREW LAWRENCE

GLOBAL FINISHES 
 To accept the fourth-place trophy, 
James McCoy, Jessie Salmans, Corey  
Thibodeaux and Chelsea Zizza represented  
Global Connections.
      “It was an honor standing up in front of  
all of  those people and accepting the award 
for our company,” Jessie said. “I feel like we 
all had a part in getting fourth place so this 
trophy represents all the hard work we put 
into these events.”
    With Power and Light reserved for the 
awards ceremony and the sounds of  the 
Patrick Lentz Band playing between breaks, 
it was a festive way to end KCCC and mingle 
among the competition. 
    It’s been nine long years since Global 
Connections participated, but the wait was 
well worth it.

Kansas City Corporate Challenge  
hosted its Awards Celebration Friday, July 
25, at the Kansas City Power and Light Dis-
trict, where Global Connections was proud to  
accept the H Division’s fourth-place trophy.
   Among the hundreds of  companies that 
competed in the games, with 30 in the 
H Division, Global Connections’ effort in 
this year’s KCCC earned the company  
some hardware, including some  
individual accolades.
  Kyle Lyons, Inventory Control Super- 
visor, and Jessie Salmans, Graphic Designer, 
were each nominated for the Alex George 
Award, which honors male and female ath-
letes for outstanding performance, participa-
tion and good sportsmanship, among other 
categories. They each received a plaque for 
their nomination.

FOURTH IN H DIVISION
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MICHELLE WASHBURN, HUMAN RESOURCES

MY MOUNT EVEREST 
     “My first mistake was borrowing  
Eric’s (Stout) dad’s bike. It was way too big 
for me. I couldn’t figure out how to stop 
the thing,” Michelle recalled. “I didn’t even 
know how to change gears.
      “I came rolling across the finish line 
dead  last. Of  course I couldn’t stop, so I 
just braked hard and jumped off  the bike,” 
she said. “Even the camera guy document-
ing the event was laughing so hard he had 
to put his camera down  
because it was shaking.”
     Two years went by before she felt 
inspired to do much of  anything athletic 
after that. But that first cycling event never 
really left her. 
     “It irked me that I was that bad at 
something,” she laughed.  
    A personal challenge was born.     
    Michelle started running regularly, even 
doing a couple 5Ks. Because of  her swim-
ming prowess, she became interested in 
doing a triathlon. That led to the purchase 
of  a mountain bike, so she could basically 
re-learn how to ride.

“It was my Mount Everest.” That’s how 
Global Connections Director of  Human 
Resources, Michelle Washburn, sums  
up her journey to a bronze medal  
cycling victory at the 2014 Kansas City 
Corporate Challenge.
     The from-then-to-now journey  
Michelle shares is funny, sad (in a funny 
way) and ultimately pretty inspirational.
    When Global competed in the Corporate 
Challenge nine years ago, she said she 
was willing to “take one for the team” and 
participate in whatever she could to help 
earn points. She chose cycling. Unfortu-
nately, the rookie didn’t quite know how  
to prepare. 

     “Then I saw how fast the road bikes 
were whizzing by me, and I was like ‘I 
can’t do this on a mountain bike!” So she 
borrowed a road bike and did her 
first triathlon.
     By the time the 2014 Corporate Chal-
lenge rolled around, Michelle was definitely 
more prepared, and walked away with a 
bronze medal in an event she still consid-
ers her most challenging.
     Michelle offers a few words of  advice: 
“At least go see an event. You’ll realize 
you don’t have to be this fantastic athlete. 
It’s about just going out there and doing 
something new.” 

I came rolling across the finish line 
dead  last. Of  course I couldn’t stop,  
so I just braked hard and jumped off  
the bike. Even the camera guy  
documenting the event was laughing 
so hard he had to put his camera down 
because it was shaking.

“

”
“What happens at an event stays at an event.”
-Cathy Wunder, Vice President 

“Two of the longest minutes of my life were when we won  
those two tug-of-war matches.” -Corey Thibodeaux, Content Writer

MICHELLE WASHBURN FINDS NEW ABILITY AND INSPIRATION IN KCCC EVENT

MICHELLE WASHBURN
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FROM THE SIDELINES 
the festivities cheering Global staff  at the 
soccer, volleyball, tennis, track and  
swimming events. 
     Mum proudly watched as her daughter, 
Michelle, swam her way to victory. She was 
just as proud of  all her “kids”    the Global 
employees she has come to think of  as 
family over the years. 
    “To see my three ‘kids’ break their own 
record in the swimming events was great,” 
Mum said. “Of  course, when you have a 
near-pro like Dillon Burns, it’s awesome 
to watch. He was a top swimmer in high 
school and college you know.
    “To see his mom and dad come to 
watch him; they were so thrilled. I got 
choked up watching them experience his 
victory” she admitted. “If  it weren’t for 
Corporate Challenge, they may not have 
gotten to see that again!”   
    Emily and Mum aren’t the only Global 
employees who said the feeling of  team 
spirit and “getting to know you” was the 
most valuable part of  the Corporate Chal-
lenge experience. Most enjoyed it so much 
they are excited to do it again.

For many Global employees, the Corporate 
Challenge was less about direct comp- 
etition and more about supporting their 
colleagues by providing the much-needed 
cheering section. We spoke with two Global 
cheerleaders about their experiences from 
the sidelines of  KCCC.
     For Condo Operations Manager, Emily 
Ceruzzi, the Challenge became a family 
affair for flag football.
    “I took my daughters to the Flag 
Football event and we were their cheer-
leaders,” she said. “It gave me an oppor-
tunity to not just meet employees from 
different departments, I also got to meet 
some of  their family members, which gave 
it all a nice family feel. These are people 
I probably never would have met outside 
Corporate Challenge.”
     Emily appreciated the chance to sup-
port her employees and the work friends 
she already knew as well. “It was just out-
and-out a good time!”
    She was so inspired, she decided to 
jump into the competition in the Tug of  War. 
She had already met a lot of  “sideline” 
friends, some on the tug- of-war team, only 
this time they were friends rather 
than strangers.
    “After watching from the sidelines and 
seeing how much fun it was I would defi-
nitely compete in a lot more events myself  
next time,” she said.
     What does she have her eye on? “Any-
thing that would be a laugh: horseshoes, 
flag football. A lot of  the events were more 
like a big family barbecue than an athletic 
competition,” she added.
    “Family affair” took on a different mean-
ing for Customer Service Representative 
and Global’s honorary matriarch Leslie 
Washburn, a.k.a. “Mum”, who joined in 

LESLIE “MUM” WASHBURN ISABELLA CERUZZI, ASHLEE BRAUN

“My husband and I just purchased some awesome road bikes to ride the trails behind our house! It’s our new outdoor hobby,” 
Lori Murawski (Reed), GSI Sports Travel Agent (After competing in the 5K bike race!)

Member Services Manager, Kathy 
Pinkney, enjoyed getting the family 
involved. “I always enjoy coming 
to the kick-off event because I 
can bring the kids,” she said. 

Kyle Lyons, Inventory Specialist, was 
an active participant in seven events, 
and apreciated everyone  who came 
out to cheer him on. “We had lots 
of supporters come out and 
watch our games, and it was 
just a really nice environment,” 
he noted. 

Global Receptionist, Marsha Frazier, 
enjoyed spending time at the 5K 
walk, which she says was so good 
she wishes it could have been longer. 
“The kickoff party was fun and 
it was a great way to social-
ize,” she said.
 
Ashlee Braun, Contract Administra-
tor, said she would do the Challenge 
again. “It was fun to watch 
people outside of work just  
enjoying competition and join-
ing together,” she said.  “I think 
it was a great company  
building experience.”

PARTICIPANTS AND SUPPORTERS AGREE: IT’S ALL ABOUT THE CAMARADERIE
SUPPORTER’S QUOTES

STACEY GREGORY, EMILY CERUZZI
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REMEMBERING THE 
GLORY DAYS

“Everyone doubted our skills. 
But after practicing for weeks 
with Kyle and Eric’s help, Jes-
sie and I got Global’s first Gold 
Medal of the games. I literally 
jumped up and down for joy!” 
-Stacey Gregory, Creative Director

“I think I did enough, I’m too  
old to do anymore!” 

-Carrie Lee, Accounting Manager  
(After participating in 13 events!)

“At the Tug of War, it was so 
funny to see the guys wearing 
yellow dish gloves to play,” 

-Tina Hill, Lease Management

“The Semi Volleyball match 
between us and NAIA was abso-
lutely great. Went to three sets. 
It was just a lot of fun to play…
Although it hurt for about two 

weeks afterwards.”
-Eric Stout, Billing/Collections and 

Customer Service Manager

LINDSAY, AMY AND COREY REFLECT ON PAST TO PRESENT TRIUMPHS

SOUND OFF!
MEMORABLE QUOTES

LINDSAY HURSHMAN, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT COREY THIBODEAUX, CONTENT WRITERAMY WARREN, HUMAN RESOURCES
AGE 9: ON HER CHILDHOOD SOFTBALL TEAM AGE 16: CROSS COUNTRY 

soon. Her schedule doesn’t allow much 
time for sports, but she enjoyed spending 
a day at the ballpark for old time’s sake. 
     When she was a young teen, Amy’s 
father was a big handball player so she 
would watch him play at the YMCA. That 
inspired her to get into racquetball. Amy 
played in an adult women’s league for a 
while and found success while winning a 
few tournaments. It’s been several years 
since she last played.
     “Playing again at Corporate Challenge 
brought back some great memories  
watching my dad play handball and cheer-
ing me on at racquetball,” Amy said. “I 
hope to get involved in the sport soon. It 
was fun to play again.”
     Lindsay and Amy were just two exam-
ples of  athletes revisiting their former 
sports glory. 
     “Even I was reinvigorated after running 
the 5K, a shell of  my high school self. It’s 
my motivation to get back to anything 
resembling what I was,” said Corey Thibo-
deaux, Content Writer.
     Whether it was a temporary reintro-
duction to the sport they used to play or a 
permanently rekindled love, these events 
brought back some delightful memories.
      Not everyone is the athlete they used 

Most of  us can’t commit to athletics in our 
adult lives the way we could when we were 
younger. That’s why Kansas City Corpo-
rate Challenge can be such a nostalgic 
experience for former athletes, allowing 
participants the opportunity to play like a 
kid again. 
     Sometimes, it’s a humbling experience 
knowing you aren’t as fast or as strong as 
you used to be. But it’s a reminder of  the 
great times and fond memories that we  
cherish forever. Former athletes Lindsay 
Hurshman, Executive Assistant, and Amy 
Warren, Human Resources, were reintro-
duced to their past passions.
     Lindsay played softball from first grade 
to her junior year of  high school, compet-
ing  at the varsity level by seventh grade. 
She was quite good, not to mention she 
played just about every other sport she 
could. Ultimately she decided to focus on 
her academics at the end of  high school  
and throughout college. It’s been almost a 
decade since she took to the field.
     “It was fun to get back into something 
that I used to be very active in” she said. 
“I wouldn’t have otherwise done it if  it 
wasn’t for Corporate Challenge.” 
     In Lindsay’s case, she probably won’t 
be picking up a bat and glove anytime 

to be, but for a few moments during Kan-
sas City Corporate Challenge, Lindsay, Amy 
and Corey felt like kids again.

AGE  17: SUCCESSFUL RACQUETBALL PLAYER

of


